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Allah's Messenger (sallallähu “alayhi wa sal- 

lam) said, “You will have a treaty of security 

with the Romans until you both fight an ene- 

my beyond them. And you will be victorious, 

you will gain war booty, and you will achieve 

such without losses. Thereafter you will re- 

turn until you lodge at a pastureland full of 

rocky mounds. A man from the Roman Chris- 
tians will then raise the cross. He will say, ‘The 
cross has prevailed!' A man from the Muslims 

will then say, “Rather Allah has prevailed,' and 
then he will angrily rise and crush the cross, which 
is not at a distance from him. Then the Romans 
will betray the treaty by rising against the break- 
er ofthe cross and striking his neck. The Muslims 
will then rise and rush to their arms. They will 
then battle. Allah will bless this party of Muslims 
with shahadah. The Romans will say to the Roman 
leader, 'We are sufficient for you against the Ar- 
abs.' They will then gather for the Malhamah (the 
grand battle before the Hour). They will come for 
you under eighty banners, with each banner there 
will be twelve thousand people” [Sahih - re- 
ported by Imam Ahmad, Abu Dawud, Ibn Ma- 

jah, Ibn Hibban, and al-Hakim on the authori- 

ty of Dhi Mikhmar]. 


'Abdullah Ibn Mas'ud (radiyallahu 'anh) said, 


“The Last Hour will not come until the people 
stop dividing inheritance and rejoicing over boo- 
ty.” Then he said, while pointing towards Sham, 
“An enemy shall muster strength against the 
Muslims and the Muslims will muster strength 
against them.” Yusayr Ibn Jabir asked him, “You 
mean the Romans?” He said, “Yes, and there will 
be a great raddah (fleeing) and the Muslims will 
prepare a detachment for fighting unto death 
so that they may not return but victorious. They 
will fight until night will intervene between 
them; both sides will return without being vic- 
torious and the detachment will be wiped out. 
The Muslims will again prepare a detachment 
for fighting unto death so that they may not 
return but victorious. They will fight until night 
comes upon them; both sides will return with- 
out being victorious and the detachment will be 
wiped out. When it is the fourth day, a new de- 
tachment from the remnant of the Muslims will 
be prepared and Allah will decree that the ene- 
my would be routed. And they will fight such a 
fight the like of which will not be seen (or which 
has not been seen), so much so that even if a 
bird were to pass their flanks, it would fall down 
dead before reaching the end of them. (After 
the battle), when relatives count each other, 
they will find that after being one hundred, only 
one man is left from them. So what can be the 
joy at the spoils of such war and what inheri- 
tance can be divided! While they are in this very 
state, they will hear of a calamity more horrible 
than this. And a cry will reach them, ‘The Dajjal 
has taken your place among your families.’ They 
will, therefore, throw away what is in their 
hands and go forward sending ten horsemen as 
a scouting party. Allah's Messenger (sallallahu 
'alayhi wa sallam) said, ‘I know their names and 
the names of their fathers and the color of their 
horses. They will be the best horsemen on the 
surface of the earth on that day or amongst the 
best horsemen on the surface of the earth 

on that day’” [Sahih Muslim]. 


These ahadith indicate that the Muslims will be 
at war with the Roman Christians. Rome in the 
Arabic tongue of the Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi 
wa sallam) refers to the Christians of Europe and 
their colonies in Sham prior to the conguering 
of Sham at the hands of the Sahabah. There will 
be a pause in this war due to a truce or treaty. 
During this time, the Muslims and Romans will 
fight a common enemy. The fact that they fight 
a common enemy does not necessitate there is 
any form of military cooperation between them, 
as some of the hadith commentators have said, 
“Or [it means] you fight your enemy on your 
own while they fight their [same] enemy on 
their own” [Hashiyat as-Sindi ‘Ala Sunan Ibn Mā- 
jah]. This is closer to the teachings of the Proph- 
et (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam), who said, “I will 
not seek the aid of a mushrik” [Sahrh Muslim]. 
In another wording, he (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sal- 
lam) said, “We do not seek the aid of a mushrik” 
[Imam Ahmad and Ibn Hibban]. He (sallallahu 
'alayhi wa sallam) also said, “We do not seek 
the aid of the mushrikin against the mushrikin” 
[Hasan: reported by Imam Ahmad, al-Hakim, 
and others]. 
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